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’ I The Grantmaker Assistance Program (GAP) is an ini-
tiative of Grantmakers in Health (GIH) that pro
vides grantmakers with information, expert con-

sultants, targeted technical assistance, resource materials, and

networking opportunities. These efforts in turn lead to the
design and implementation of community-based efforts that
improve community health and well-being,.

The GAP initiative was established in 1995 in response
to requests from an increasing number of grantmakers for
information, technical assistance, and networking opportu-
nities around exploring, planning and implementing pro-
grams related to local health and human service systems.

GAP provides customized research and other services
in response to requests from individual grantmakers. Other
products and services are available to the full grantmaking
community. Some of GAP’s services include:

* provide opportunities for grantmakers to meet—in work-
shops, through phone conferences, Internet- and phone-
based discussion groups—to examine issues, exchange
insightsand concerns, and share grantmaking strategies;

* produce publications and other products that provide
information on grantmakers’ programs and activities. This
information is provided in the form of on-line databases,
printed and Web-published case studies, compilations of
“lessons learned,” summaries of grantmaker program ap-
proaches and models, and other tools furthering
grantmakers’ research and program planning;

* serve as a clearinghouse for relevant materials produced
outside Grantmakers in Health such as program and evalu-
ation guides and reports, grant proposal request docu-
ments and funding guidelines, project summaries, com-
munity assessment guides, and other program tools;

* serve as a resource for the referral of experts, skilled con-
sultants and other sources of technical assistance to
grantmakers and their communities.

GAP also engages in special sub-initiatives. In one
such initiative, Targeted Regional Efforts, GAP partners with
regional, state and community-focused grantmakers to help
organize, prepare and present meetings, workshops and other
networking opportunities on health and human service is-
sues. They develop research and informational materials
useful in assessing and addressing local health and human
service concerns and opportunities for improvement.

Under the Health and Human Service Safety Net ini-
tiative, GAP produces periodic publications on problems
with the health and human services “safety net” and the
strategies for addressing them. The sub-initiative also fo-
cuses on conducting research, developing a database and
disseminating information on the efforts of grantmakers and
others in ensuring access to critical health and human ser-
vices.

The GAP initiative works with grantmakers and does
not provide services or other resources directly to communi-
ties.

Initial funding for the Grantmaker Assistance Program
was provided by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation, the Rapides Foundation, and
the Jewish Healthcare Foundation. Partial funding for GAP
is provided by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

For more information on the Grantmaker Assistance Pro-
gram, contact: Janet Perkins, GIH Program Consultant, ar
(202) 857-0448; e-mail: msjp@erols.com. Or contact
Grantmakers in Health, 1100 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite
1200, Washington, D.C. 20036, (202) 452-8331.%%

Grantmakers in Health

Grantmakers in Health (GIH) is a coalition of more than 136 philanthropic foundations that provides services to
the health and human services grantmaking community, including an annual meeting on health and human services
philanthropy, the GIH Bulletin on philanthropy news, and a Health Philanthropy Information Center.

For more information, contact: Grantmakers in Health, 1100 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 1200, Washington, D.C.

20036, 202-452-8331.%
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